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Angels We Have Heard On High
Choraegus ShareMusic Rehearsal Notes

Remember what you’re singing - keep the sound light and angelic!

The chorus countermelody makes rather high dictional demands, so I advise practicing the 
chorus  sections  slowly  at  first,  then  up  to  tempo.  For  more  ideas  on  choral  diction,  surf 
over to http://www.choraegus.com/LW/dissertations/diction/ . (Measures 29-42, 59-88)

The  chorus  countermelody  (“We  come  to  worship  Him  with  joy  and  singing...”)  runs 
parallel to the melody in many places, and so it’s important to differentiate the two so that 
the  lyrics  don’t  become  muddled.  Probably  the  best  way  to  do  this  is  through  “timbral 
differentiation”:  Have the first and second sopranos sing their parts with a brighter tone, 
and have the alto sing the countermelody with a darker tone - but adjust your timbres to 
match when the parts come back together at “in excelsis Deo”. (Measures 29-42, 59-88)

The third verse is in minor key. (Measures 43-51)

The second soprano (middle part) has the melody in the fourth verse. (Measures 52-59)

Practice the ending slowly so that all the words and pitches are correct, then gradually take 
it  up  to  tempo.  Once  you  have  that  mastered,  try  adding  a  bit  of  an  accelerando  to 
measures 84-86, followed by a (big?) rallentando in measures 87-88. (Measures 84-88)

Got any other suggestions for rehearsal notes? Send them to Choraegus ShareMusic, P.O. 
Box 4444, Mountain View, CA 94040 USA or e-mail them to larry@choraegus.com .


